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A Jubilee Ministry Center

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 4, 2026
Holy Eucharist Rite Il
Celebrant The Rev. Kim J. Litsey

Our Missional Vision

Good Shepherd of the Hills Church brings the love and light of
Christ Jesus to our neighbors. We are called to go out to serve the
needs of our community.

Welcome To All Visitors

If you are a visitor today, we welcome you and thank you for
worshipping with us! We hope that you are blessed by your visit.

Vestry Person of the Day: Sue Jenks



The Right Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall, Bishop
The Rev. Kim J. Litsey, Rector
Eunkyung Suh-Lee, Director of Music
Axel Lopez, Ministry Assistant for Youth
Kristine Kulesza, Parish Administrator
Randi Smelko, Gold Mine Thrift Store Manager

Lector: Micah Johnson

Usher: Tom Sampson

Today’s Ministry Schedule

Altar Servers: Erica Richardson and Lynn Walsh

~Prelude~ "Meditation” By: William Stickles

~Processional Hymn~ #598 “Lord Christ, When First Thou Cam'st To Earth”
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Eucharist, Rite Il The Word of God

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear
than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve:
Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things
for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons: A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah
Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

CONT.



He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.

I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;

| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;

he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;

righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



Psalm 80:7-14 (Read In Unison)

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *

you cast out the nations and planted it.

9 You preEared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.
12 Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.



A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians
Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surPassin value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based
on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my
own; but this one thinﬁ | do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



~Gospel Hymn~ #631 “Book Of Books, Our People's Strength”
(vs. 1 Before & vs. 2 After)
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Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) Copyright © by permission of Ox ford University Press. All nghts reserved. Used with permission.  Music: Liebster Jesu
melody Johann Rudolph Ahle (1625-1673); ali. Das grosse Cantional oder Kirchen-Gesangbuch, 1687; harm. George Herbert Palmer (1846-1926)
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The Gospel

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
Blanted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and

uilt a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come,
let us kill him anddget his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him
out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vine-
yard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they real-
ized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon The Rev. Kim J. Litsey
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again in lp,lory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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~Prayers Of The People~ WLAP #827 “O Lord Hear Our Pray'r"

@*&; s s s s D1 d & 2 o |
Taord hear my pray’r, T hear my  prayvr
e g iy —F—;—I—b & o !
& = o i o S==== ==
W ke I «call e - sWer ime. E Losd ear mmy pray’r L)
<yF = = ' ; NiT R B B o0z
. . . , | : E = Fine :
Lord hear my pray'r Comre amd  lis - Len [E8] e, L8]
e = :‘"E:F =Fre—3 1
1 : : e ; j — i —:l

Words: Pralon 102
Aimsic: Jacqnes Becthier (1PI23-19%4) Taize Admin LA Problications Ino.

Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Humbled by the bounty and grace of our lives, let us pray
without ceasing, saying Spirit of truth, set us free!

Lector: For all the followers of Jesus around the world, that we may be
united in sharing God’s unfailing love and forgiveness.
People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

Lector: For the priesthood of all believers, and the ministry of all lay

people, the cornerstone of your holy Church; for Kim, and for all

clergcY; for Jennifer, our Bishop and for Sean, our Presiding Bishop and

]Ehis iocese, that our hearts may be opened to God’s desire for our
uture.

People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

Lector: For our world and our nation, that all who govern and lead, may
they tend to peace in the land and work for the common good.
People: Spirit of truth, set us free! CONT. 11



Lector: For all who suffer violence at the hands of others and for those
who live with addiction and mental illness. May we ourselves, and our
community provide safety, hope, and compassion for all people.
People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

Lector: We remember today, all who have died, that they may be
welcomed into glory with all the saints.
People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral
homelands we gather, the Hohokam, as well as the diverse and
vibrant Native communities who make their home here today.
People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to
use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of
them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for
your bounty;

People: Spirit of truth, set us free!

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Celebrant: God who sets our hearts on fire, we offer these prayers to
you. Accept them as our offering of love and the pledge of our hearts
tcl)l siek and serve you in all that we do. Through Christ, who is all in
all. Amen.

Confession Of Sin
Celebrant says: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mer-
cy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Celebrant says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements

The Offertory

Celebrant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of
our life and labor to the Lord.

Offering (The Offering is received and the altar is prepared)

Offertory Anthem-~
“Nearer, Still Nearer” By: Craig Courtney

Nearer, still nearer, close to mY heart, Draw me, m?: Savior, so precious
Thou art; Fold me, O fold me close to Thy breast, Shelter me safe in that
“Haven of Rest,” Shelter me safe in thar “Haven of Rest.”

Nearer, still nearer, nothing | bring, Naught as an off’ ring to Jesus my
King; Only my sinful, now contrite heart, Grant me the cleansing Thy blood
doth impart, Grant me the cleansing Thy blood doth impart.

Nearer, still nearer, while life shall last, Till safe in glory my anchor is cast;

Throu%h endless ages, ever to be, Nearer, my Savior, still fore Thee, Near

to the heart of God. My Savior, still nearer to Thee. Nearer, my Savior, still
nearer to Thee.
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The Holy Eucharist Eucharistic Prayer B

The Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy
Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them
and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the
confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you
as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel

to all nations.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son.

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have
brOUﬁht us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 15



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People:

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant Continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanks%'ving to you, O Lord of
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, %racious God, to send your Holﬁ Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly countl?/ where, with all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.
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The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion of the People

All Baptized people are welcome to receive Holy Communion; if you
would like, please come forward for a blessing.

~Communion Hymn~ "And Now, O Father, Mindful Of The Love"
By: William Henry Monk

Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Almiﬁhty and everliving God,

we thank you for feedin§ us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of
God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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~Processional Hymn~#495 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!"
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Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of
the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.
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~Postlude~ "Triumphal March" By: William Stickles

In memory of our grandson, Austin,
With love Bill and Tycha.

Please Pray For the Following People

Mariah Myers, Mike, Kathy Frederick, Chris Francis,
Darrow, Johnny, Mandie, Brynn and lann Miller, Paddi Mozilo,
Jan, Edna, Mat Rhoades, Dee Crane,

The Family and Friends of Todd Hodesh,

Eric and Michelle Salawich, Susan, Aaron Parson, John,
Tim Rosenhoover, Andrea Hensley, The Friends and Family of

Sharon, Bernice Insalaco, Bob S., Joan Shillingburg, Paula Vessels, David

Vessels, and Rachel Vessels, Gary Zimmett, Micah Young, Evelyn Bonet, The

Lee Family, Marion Anderson, Joyce Ann Diehl and Bill Diehl, Debbie Shields,

Tom, Bence Leite, Bob, Arlo Nelson, Katie Mitchell, Lydia Meijer, The Family
and Friends of Gracia Floyd, Patty, Annamaria, Richard and Lucy Reed,

Michelle Burr, Jessica Weiland, Frank Librera, The Family and Friends of
Alice, The Friends and Family of Judi Smith, Kathy Spolarich, Peter Spolarich,

Bobbie MacKenzie, Sandy, The Friends and Family of Lance Estervig, Mark
Spolarich, Sherrie Miner, Deborah Pendl, Ginny Berberian, Jane and Bill Had-
ley, Perry Burr, Lynn Moore. Jason, Christine Wilson, Rae Jean, Lee Freeman,

Anna Colin, Michael Thoms, The Family and Friends of Earl Pool,
Dee Dee Myers, Susie Hansen, Sally Whitman, The Friends and Family of Helen
Guittard, Irwin Gorman

Please Pray for those in the Armed Forces

Stephanie Case Andersen, Adam and Kim Bennett, Jeff Walker,
Jeff Lindbom, Jordan Knight, Katherine Guthrie, Pierce Guthrie, Nathan Cole,
Gabriel Leite, Blake Henderson Jr., Brady Bevard, Peter Buckley (Johnson)
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Offerings at a Glance!
Tuesday
AA Group Tuesday 7:00pm

Wednesday

Centering Prayer Wednesday 10:00AM via Zoom

Sandwich/Meal Making Every Second Wednesday 9:00am

Choir Practice Wednesday 6-7:30pm

AZ Archeological Society Meetings Every Second Wednesday 6:00pm
Midday Healing Service with Eucharist Every Fourth Wednesday 12:00

Thursday

Youth Ministry Thursday @ 4-6:00pm

Foothills Caring Corps Memory Cafe, Third Thursday 10-11:30am
Autism Support Group, Third Thursday 6:30pm

Weekend

Hiking Ministry Every Third Saturday of the Month

Potluck Sunday Every 2nd Sunday after the church service
Bell Choir Practice Sunday 11:30-12:30pm Starts October 4th

On Summer Break
Bible Study Tuesday @ 1pm Good Shepherd Library & 7pm via Zoom
Centering Prayer Saturday 9:00am

Save The Date!

Car Show Saturday October 10th, 9am-2pm (A Car Show will be using the Church

and Shepherd's Crossing Parking Lots) All are welcome!

All Saints Day Candlelight Service, Sunday November 1st 5:30pm,
Good Shepherd Columbarium



Join the Choir

Rehearsals begin:

Wednesday, September 16th
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Qe the
) L \\0\‘

Join the Handbell Choir

Rehearsals begin:  Sunday, October 4th
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

For more information, please contact; Eunkyung Suh Lee |

l Altar Flower Dedications
g, NN ; . o r Our Altar flower dedications will begin again in
il B October. Our beautiful Altar flowers are arranged
by our Flower Guild but sponsored by our
members in celebration for birthdays,
anniversaries, and in memory of loved ones. A sign
up sheet is posted in Maitland Hall with dates

through the end of the year. Get your requests in
early before they fill up! Dedication forms are also

in Maitland Hall and can be dropped off to the office. A donation of $50 is

requested when sponsoring flowers.

Centering Prayer
! Did you know that Good Shepherd offers a Centering
el
The group offers an opening reading, a 20 minute period
of communal silence, a spiritual video, and a brief open discussion to share thoughts.
Facilitated by long-time practitioners of centering prayer, the groups are structured simply

and led with gentleness. When: Wednesdays @ 10am via Zoom Please contact the office
for the Zoom information.

N
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Gold Mine is needing your donations!

o)l
g@L‘[D_, Please clean out your closets, kitchens, garages, etc. and
Ml_lNE-, bring us your unwanted items. Donation bags have been
placed in the Narthex for you to fill with your treasures.
Donations can be dropped off curbside at the Gold Mine once
your bag has been filled Thank you for your support!
Randi- Gold Mine Manager

Octoberfest Theme Potluck Sunday
Coffee Hour
Please join us Sunday, October 11th for our

s Octoberfest- A fun European Themed Coffee Hour potluck.
All are welcome!

- Sack Lunch Ministry

~ We will be making Sack Lunches in Maitland Hall on
Wednesday, October 14th at 9am. These lunches will be
delivered to St. Vincent de Paul's kitchen to help feed the
homeless. We will have all that is needed for the lunches but
need some people to help put the sacks together and make
the PB & J sandwiches.

If you prefer to make the sack lunches at home, they will gladly be
accepted! They can be dropped off to Maitland Hall before 10 A.M. on Wednesday,
October 14th.

Date October 15th
: | (Every Thud Thursday of the month)
S Time: 6:30 — 8:00 PM

Support Group . . .
BT Location: Panera Bread in Norterra Crossing




SAVE THE DATE!
Good Shepherd Hikers October Hike!

On October 17th the Good Shepherd hikers will be
hiking the Balanced Rock Trail. We will all meet and
begin the hike at Granite Mtn Trailhead. This is
approximately a 4.4 mile hike. More information to
come. Hope you can join us!

We are taking donations of candy, pre-packaged
snacks, and small toys to hand out to Trick or
Treaters at coffee hour on November 1st.

Baskets have been set up in the Narthex and
. Maitland hall for your donations. ALL our welcome
to come in costume that day!

2% SAVE THE DATE!

¥ All Saints Day Candlelight Service, Sunday
November 1st 5:30pm, in the Good Shepherd of
the Hills Columbarium.

All Saints' Day, is a long held tradition when
we recognize the Saints of the Christian Church
and our loved ones who have died. In this quiet

nd moving service, we will read the names of
“your loved ones and reflect on those who are
inurned in the Columbarium. Join us to behold the beauty that surrounds us,
remember those that have come before us and those who are forever etched in
our hearts.

If you would like your loved one’s name to be read during the service please
email the name to the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com by Sunday,
October 18th.
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Good Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church

6502 East Cave Creek Rd.
Cave Creek 85331

The Rev. Kim J. Litsey, Rector
Office Phone: 480.488.3283
Email: goodshepherdaz@msn.com
Office Hours Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Closed Friday

2026 Vestry

Senior Warden Junior Warden
Lynn Walsh Karen Kelly
Britta Bloomberg
Audra Botwin
Lara Bowles
Dave Cantelme
Bernice Insalaco
Micah Johnson
Trudy Rhoades
Tom Sampson
Treasurer Clerk
Ed Simpson Sue Jenks

Visit our website at www.goodshepherdaz.org

All music reprinted in this bulletin is authorized and reported under
CCLI License No. 344679 AND One License 711800

All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for
church uses. Entry on to the church campus or into any church building constitutes
consent to be streamed, videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

You may make a donation

Good Shepherd of the Hills via our QR Code E




